GIVING
A. Love of Money

a) You can have money in the bank, yet still be pddoney will NOT make you happy. This is the
poverty of the Godless rich. Riches cannot saiisiyr deepest longings. You become spirituallyrpoo
when you seek satisfaction in riches.

i) Pv11:28
(1) Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the litgous will thrive like a green leaf.
i) Pv13:7
(1) One man pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; angitetends to be poor, yet has great wealth.
iii) Pv 15:6 When your possessions increase your &pybl are NOT wealthy
(1) The house of the righteous contains great treabutghe income of the wicked brings them trouble.
iv) Pv 28:20
(1) A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eageget rich will not go unpunished.
V) In Luke 12:15, Jesus says:
(1) a man's life does not consist in the abundancésqidssessions.

b) Joseph, Job, Daniel, David, Solomon, Barnabus, d¢cws, Mary/Martha/Lazarus, Zacchaeus were all
wealthy people, so it is not wealth that is wroihgs the love of wealth and lack of contentmeratth
hurts us spiritually.

i) Ecc5:10
(&) Whoever loves money never has money enough; whioeves wealth is never satisfied with his incomkisT
too is meaningless.
i) 1Tim 6:9-11
(1) 9People who want to get rich fall into temptatiowa trap and into many foolish and harmful dedines plunge
men into ruin and destruction. 10For the love ohmpis a root of all kinds of evil. Some peoplegaafor money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced themsetlidsmany griefs. 11But you, man of God, flee fraihthis,
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, lawdymrance and gentleness.
iii) Heb 13:5
(1) Keep your lives free from the love of money and:batent with what you have, because God has dsii/er will
| leave you; never will | forsake you."
B. True Riches. There are two kinds of riches (wgrKilspiritual)

a) Luke 16:11. Jesus draws a distinction between them

1) So if you have not been trustworthy in handling igrwealth, who will trust you with true riches?

b) Mt 6:19-24
i) 19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures orheaittere moth and rust destroy, and where thiexeakiin and steal.
20But store up for yourselves treasures in heawbare moth and rust do not destroy, and where élielo not break in
and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there lyeart will be also.
c) Luke 12:33-34
i) *Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Pravidses for yourselves that will not wear out,easure in heaven
that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes maad no moth destroy$For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.
d) Col 2:2-4
i) 2My purpose is that they may be encouraged in leattunited in love, so that they may have therfoties of
complete understanding, in order that they may kttevmystery of God, namely, Christ, 3in whom adglan all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4l tell you slsishat no one may deceive you by fine-soundiggraents.

C. Generosity
a) Pv11:24-25
i) 24 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; anatithholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 Agr@wus man will
prosper; he who refreshes others will himself feeshed.
b) Pv 15:16-17 Think about it. Takers eat betteve@ sleep better.
i) 16 Better a little with the fear of the LORD thamegt wealth with turmoil. 17 Better a meal of vexipes where there is
love than a fattened calf with hatred.
c) 1 Cor 16:1-2 When there was a famine, the Christgaved their money in order to be able to give.
i)  1Now about the collection for God's people: Do whald the Galatian churches to do. 20n the fiiesy of every week,
each one of you should set aside a sum of monkgeaping with his income, saving it up, so that wheame no
collections will have to be made.
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d) 1Tim 6:17-19 We are commanded to put our hogedd and to be generous.

i) 17Command those who are rich in this present wastdo be arrogant nor to put their hope in weaithich is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richigvides us with everything for our enjoyment. 88@nand them to
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be gesand willing to share. 19In this way they wil lap treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming agehat they may take hold of the life that idytidife.

e) Acts 20:33-35

i) 33l have not coveted anyone's silver or gold othahg. 34You yourselves know that these hands okrhiave supplied
my own needs and the needs of my companions. 3&itything | did, | showed you that by this kindrard work we
must help the weak, remembering the words the lesdis himself said: ‘It is more blessed to giva tbaeceive.'

. Generosity does not always lead to riches like teyou on TV. So much for the health & wealibsgel.

a) Job 21 Job was a generous man, yet God did nog Bpa from pain & poverty (albeit temporary)

i) 23 One man dies in full vigor, completely securd ahease, 24 his body well nourished, his boreswith marrow. 25
Another man dies in bitterness of soul, never hgreinjoyed anything good. 26 Side by side theynighe dust, and
worms cover them both.

b) Mt 8:19-20 Following Jesus does not bring wealitin .

i) 19Then a teacher of the law came to him and s&iekcher, | will follow you wherever you go." 20Jssaplied, "Foxes

have holes and birds of the air have nests, bustimof Man has no place to lay his head."
c) Heb 10:32-34

i) 32Remember those earlier days after you had reté¢ieelight, when you stood your ground in a goeattest in the
face of suffering. 33Sometimes you were publiclp@sed to insult and persecution; at other timessyoad side by
side with those who were so treated. 34You sympathwith those in prison and joyfully accepted ¢befiscation of
your property, because you knew that you yoursehaesbetter and lasting possessions.

. New Testament Standard for Giving
a) Lk 6:30-35

i) 30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyonestaket belongs to you, do not demand it back. 3tthathers as
you would have them do to you. 32"If you love thegho love you, what credit is that to you? Evamiars' love those
who love them. 33And if you do good to those whe @ood to you, what credit is that to you? Evemiis' do that.
34And if you lend to those from whom you expectagpent, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinrers] to 'sinners,’
expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your Bries, do good to them, and lend to them withouketipg to get
anything back. Then your reward will be great, sad will be sons of the Most High, because he mslkb the
ungrateful and wicked.

b) 2 Cor 9:6-7

i) 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will alsspreparingly, and whoever sows generously will aésp
generously. 7Each man should give what he has el@andhis heart to give, not reluctantly or undempulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to enak grace abound to you, so that in all thingallaimes, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good w@ks it is written: "He has scattered abroad hits¢o the poor; his
righteousness endures forever." 10Now he who seppked to the sower and bread for food will algply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge thedsa of your righteousness. 11You will be madh iitevery way so
that you can be generous on every occasion, andghrus your generosity will result in thanksgivingGod. 12This
service that you perform is not only supplying tieeeds of God's people but is also overflowing imynaxpressions of
thanks to God. 13Because of the service by whiehhave proved yourselves, men will praise GodHerdbedience
that accompanies your confession of the gospehofs€ and for your generosity in sharing with thand with
everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you theirts will go out to you, because of the surpasgrace God has
given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribajifte

c) 2Cor8:1-15

i) 1And now, brothers, we want you to know about ttexg that God has given the Macedonian churchest @Qhe
most severe trial, their overflowing joy and thextreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3Fmstify that they
gave as much as they were able, and even beyoincltigy. Entirely on their own, 4they urgentlygaded with us for
the privilege of sharing in this service to thengsi 5And they did not do as we expected, but ae themselves first
to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God% w50 we urged Titus, since he had earlier maldeginning, to
bring also to completion this act of grace on ypant. 7But just as you excel in everything—in faithspeech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in yourflmves—see that you also excel in this grace wihgi 81 am not
commanding you, but | want to test the sincerityadir love by comparing it with the earnestnesstbérs. 9For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thaug was rich, yet for your sakes he became podhat you through
his poverty might become rich. 10And here is myieglabout what is best for you in this matter: Lyssir you were the
first not only to give but also to have the desirelo so. 11Now finish the work, so that your eagidlingness to do it
may be matched by your completion of it, accordmgour means. 12For if the willingness is thehe, gift is
acceptable according to what one has, not accotdiadnat he does not have. 130ur desire is notattetrs might be
relieved while you are hard pressed, but that th@git be equality. 14At the present time your plenill supply what
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they need, so that in turn their plenty will suppligat you need. Then there will be equality, 15#s written: "He who
gathered much did not have too much, and he whweged little did not have too little."

d) Mt6:1-4

i) 1"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousnbefore men, to be seen by them. If you do, youhsite no reward

from your Father in heaven. 2"So when you givehtorieedy, do not announce it with trumpets, asypecrites do in
the synagogues and on the streets, to be honorewby! tell you the truth, they have receivedrtiheivard in full. 3But
when you give to the needy, do not let your leficdhanow what your right hand is doing, 4so thatrygiving may be in
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is dosedret, will reward you.

e) Mk 12:41-44 (see also Luke 21:1-4)

i) 41Jesus sat down opposite the place where theraféewere put and watched the crowd putting the@inaey into the
temple treasury. Many rich people threw in largeants. 42But a poor widow came and put in two \&mgall copper
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 43Callimg disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you thah, this poor widow
has put more into the treasury than all the othe¥f$hey all gave out of their wealth; but she, afuber poverty, put in
everything—all she had to live on."

F. We need to give to God

a) Ps 50:7-15 — God does not need anything from usieed to give to Him
i) 7 "Hear, O my people, and | will speak, O Israal] &will testify against you: | am God, your Go#.l do not rebuke
you for your sacrifices or your burnt offerings, ialinare ever before me. 9 | have no need of aftmrh your stall or of
goats from your pens, 10 for every animal of the$bis mine, and the cattle on a thousand hillsl know every bird
in the mountains, and the creatures of the fieddnaine. 12 If | were hungry | would not tell ydar the world is mine,
and all that isinit. 13 Do | eat the flesh oflbwr drink the blood of goats? 14 Sacrifice thaifferings to God, fulfill
your vows to the Most High, 15 and call upon méhimday of trouble; | will deliver you, and you iilonor me."

i) If God does not need anything from us, then whyughpeople give to Him?
(1) God will deliver us in our day of trouble. Thatagyood thing.
(2) How does giving benefit us?
(a) What does giving do for our heart?
(b) What does focusing on and meeting the needs oftiange in us?
G. Jesus says give to everyone who asks you, but ...
a) 2 Th 3:10-15 Can’t just mooch off of others andrbw all the time, you must work (if you are
physically able).
i) 10For even when we were with you, we gave yourtlles "If a man will not work, he shall not eatl'lWe hear that
some among you are idle. They are not busy; theypasybodies. 12Such people we command and ute irord
Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the breadetdteyt 3And as for you, brothers, never tire ohdowvhat is right. 14If

anyone does not obey our instruction in this letedte special note of him. Do not associate wiith, in order that he
may feel ashamed. 15Yet do not regard him as amgreut warn him as a brother.

i) You need a job. Any job. This is how you earnrykeep according to the Lord.

H. Tithing [some opinions, not all agree]
a) From GotQuestions.org (seép://www.gotquestions.org/tithing-debt.hteiting the book “Giving and

Tithing” by Larry Burkett):

i) Itis permissible to stop tithing while paying dliébt. Paying debts is a duty; tithing is "optioh&lease do not
misunderstand—giving to the Lord's work is very ortant. Sacrificial financial giving is part of Gedtalling for every
Christian. If it is truly impossible to pay off tlieebt and continue tithing at the same time, it ot be wrong to
decrease giving, or stop giving entirely, tempdyarn order to pay off the debts that are owed.

i) Our one unalterable duty toward other people iswealove them, dealing with them as we want themdal with us
(Matthew 7:12). All of us want people to pay thdtethey owe us. Therefore, as Christians, we shitudt no debt
remain outstanding, except the continuing debbte lone another, for he who loves his fellowmanfutiled the law.
The commandments, "Do not commit adultery,” "Domotrder,” "Do not steal,” "Do not covet," and whagteother
commandment there may be, are summed up in thisub&e'Love your neighbor as yourself." Love doesharm to its
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of tlaev” (Romans 13:8-10).

ii) Christians shouldn’t hoard but give as much as @petts. It is God’s money. His rewards outweigh tlost.
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will alsagsparingly, and whoever sows generously will adsm
generously. Each man should give what he has diaideis heart to give, not reluctantly or undempailsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to makegedlce abound to you, so that in all things atigés, having all that
you need, you will abound in every good work” (2ri@thians 9:6-8).

b) From Doug Jacoby’s website (dep://www.douglasjacoby.com/view_article.php?ID8B%

i) [In] Luke 21:1-4 [Widow,] Sacrifice is relative, didesus commends someone who clearly gave welll®%r | have
no problem with 10% as a suggested minimum. Bshaipit's the command of God, or to be hardline alipgives me
problems. At any rate, there's no suggestion mphssage that the givers were tithing.
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d)

i) Should we keep giving sacrificially? Absolutely y&se we commanded to support our leaders? YesbGalMatt
10.10 and other verses make that clear. But i® thdixed amount God wills we should give? The buardf proof is on
those who would extend the Old Testament's aguralltithe to total income today. When we do titadeems to me
we're "going beyond what is written" (1 Cor 4.6).

iii) My study of the New Testament leads me to the Walg conclusions:

(1) There is no maximum level at which we ought to t¥ng our contributions. On the other hand, therad
minimum level at which we ought to be giving, eithe

(2) Legalism is a temptation where it pertains to dbntions.

(3) Giving is to be liberal, ungrudging, and sacrificia my opinion, most of our first world membersabove all in
the United States -- can afford to and ought te giver the 10% level.

(4) Inall things, we are to honor God with our wedRtoverbs 3:9). That is the heart of the matter.

FromThe Evolving Tithe by Mark Shaw (sebttp://www.douglasjacoby.com/attachments/Tithe)pdf

i) A sweeping overview of the NT reveals a startlimgssion regarding a system of giving. In fact,ppaars that there
was no attempt to crystallize such a monetary syskéore so, we find some congregations refusinggatp for a fulltime
staff (Corinth), yet still encouraged (1Corinthiaind) for their participation in God'’s grace. Soomngregations
(Philippi) gave to support their father in the faiPaul, on other mission fields (e.g. Corinth).¥lcongregations gave
to support a specific need among impoverished atim lands so far away they would never see théshino system,
no yearly calculated system. No growth charts,pread sheets. Yet the gospel was spread to thetsoofitheir known
world. Maybe their ad hoc concept wasn'’t so baerat.

i) On the flip side, we also see that, despite natdbeld accountable on their contribution, the ippian church gave
sacrificially again and again. May this exampleabeupward call to us all!

From GotQuestions.org (se#p://www.gotquestions.org/tithe-gross-net.htiiting the book “Giving

and Tithing” by Larry Burkett):

i) Believers in Christ are not commanded to give 10%eir income. Each and every Christian shoul@diitly pray and
seek God’s wisdom as to how much he or she showdd(games 1:5). Many people believe that the Qistdment tithe
is a good principle for believers to follow. Givid§% of your income back to God demonstrates yioamkfulness to
Him for what He has provided and helps you to reimemto rely on God instead of on riches.

i) The Bible does not specifically say whether we #thgive 10% off our gross or net income. The Oldfaement teaches
the principle of firstfruits (Exodus 23:16; 34:22viticus 2:12-14; 2 Chronicles 31:5). Old Testatrazlievers gave
from the best of their crops, not the leftoverse Bame principle should apply to our giving todagain, a believer
should give what he believes God would have hine gitvall goes back to the attitude of the hearé ¥e giving out of
reverence for God or out of selfishness for our ewealth? “Each man should give what he has deditais heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for Godes a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

From GotQuestions.org (sa#p://www.gotquestions.org/firstfruits-offeringrht citing the book

“Giving and Tithing” by Larry Burkett):

i)  The firstfruits offering is never directly appli¢d Christian giving in the New Testament. Howeayl taught the
Corinthian believers to set aside a collection tloa first day of the week” (1 Corinthians 16:2).dAjust as the offering
of firstfruits was an occasion of thanksgiving,tse Christian is to give with gladness.

i) In summary, firstfruits symbolizes God’s harvessofils, it illustrates giving to God from a graidieart, and it sets a
pattern of giving back to Him the first (and thestyeof what He has given us. Not being under ttet Téistament Law,
the Christian is under no further obligation thamive cheerfully and liberally (2 Corinthians %k-

Nonaccumulation. For a completely different pahtiew on wealth accumulation that teaches that
Christians should not save, sE&ough the Eye of a Needle: the Doctrine of Nonaccumulation by Roger
Hertzler (athttp://www.elcristianismoprimitivo.com/througheyeeiedle.pdf. Some highlights:

a)

b)

A teacher at a Bible school for young people starmland announces, “In our class on Christian Ststdp today we are
going to look specifically at the subject of fin@lananagement and some Biblical principles about fve are to handle
money.” He then goes on to teach about long-rateyang, especially emphasizing the benefits afigising ourselves to
put at least a small amount of money each monthsavings. ... The students, noticeably impresséd, part in the ensuing
class discussion about how a person can, by e littd work and consistent self-discipline, buidfor himself a nice nest
egg for the future. This money then will be avdiato care for his personal needs, to give to hige¢h, or to pass on to his
children.

Another teacher at a different Bible school makés statement: “When Jesus gave the command ‘Layméor yourselves
treasures on earth’, He literally meant that asféliswers, we are not to accumulate unused weaitthis earth.” This
teacher then goes on to bring other Scripturesth@aliscussion, including the reasons Christ besdden us to accumulate
wealth and the consequences we’ll face if we dmyway.

So what is the doctrine of nonaccumulation? Qsiiteply, it is the doctrine stating that Jesus fdsbilis people to
accumulate wealth on this earth [Mt 6:19 "Do notstup for yourselves treasures on earth”], biitetatommands them to
distribute those possessions they do not curreetiyd for the needs of others and for spreadingdbpel [Lk 12:33 “Sell
your possessions and give to the poor”]. Or tademse it into a few words, this doctrine says Jestus commands us to
distribute rather than accumulate earthly wealth.
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