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God wants all to be saved and, thus, calls us through His Gospel. The
3,000 converts at Pentecost, the Ethiopian eunuch, the Philippian Jailer,
Cornelius the Centurion, Lydia, even Paul provide us paradigms for the journey
from darkness to light. As we observe their journeys we often find a SEEKER
realizing his NEED for God’s intervention in his life. As soon as he comes to
trust in Jesus’ GRACE, he is moved to REPENTANCE which leads to
SALVATION. The promise of salvation also includes both the indwelling of the
HOLY SPIRIT and the fellowship of the CHURCH.

For example in Acts 2, Peter and the other brothers encounter a large

gathering of Jews...

e seeking Godthrough the festival of Pentecost.

e Upon hearing the gospel, many were cut to heart with their need
for reconciliation to God. Peter offers them a solution for their sins
and their resultant separation from God.

Those that believed the message of grace were compelled by
the cross...

to repent ...

and be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins (salvation).
They also realized Peter’s promise that they would receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

These early converts joined together in fellowship daily as the first
Church in the New Testament.

The following bible studies are designed to be a flexible tool to aid the
seeker along this journey. While every true seeker arrives at the same
destination, all begin from unique starting points. Along the way, different
Scriptures may prove more applicable and effective. Please make the effort
to memorize all the scriptures which might be applied to facilitate a seeker’s
path to salvation.

Of course, God always has the final Word:

“All Scripture is God breathed and useful for teach ing, rebuking,
correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”




sa":d" Seeking God
Purpose

Seeking God is a study to clarify what it takeptwsue a relationship with God. While this
study will clear up many misconceptions, it carelikse provide great inspiration for one to
wholeheartedly seek our Lord and God. In some ¢gsesmay need to share these scriptures with
a seeker who has become complacent along therphtt/her search.

* Matthew 7.7 & 713-14. One of the great promises of the bible: everywhe
seeks finds! Plus, one of the great warnings inbib&: only a few will find.
If only a few find God, then how many actually sééikn?

» luke 13:22-30. Yes, only a few will be saved; therefore, make g\edfort to
seek. Those who simply ‘try’ will be caught off gdéby their rejection from
the kingdom of God. How can you make every effortseek Him? These
efforts should help develop and increase ytaith in Jesus. Why is it so
dangerous to simply ‘try?’

= Matthew 6:25-33. The greatest enemy of best is good. What goimdsican
distract you from seeking God as your first prig?ifWwhat changes must you
make in order to make God'’s kingdom and righteossiyeur top priority?

= Matthew 13:43-46. Finding God is like finding a great treasureaovaluable
pearl. Is it a joy for you to sacrifice everythimgexchange for God’s grace?
Do you really understand and believe the trade off?

» fActs 8:26-40. Here's an example of a seeker who humbly puts f@st, thus
finding Him and finding great joy. Take note thia¢ tEthiopian Eunuch was: a
busy man, a man who needed a disciple’s help to Geel, a man who used
the bible as his guide to finding God, a man whes eager to be baptized.

= Acts 17:10-11 =  Daniel 9:3 = Acts 17:22-27
= Jeremiah 29:10-13 = Hebrews 11:6 » 2" Chronicles 15:1-4
= Deuteronomy 4:28-31 = 1% Timothy 4:7b-8
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s;:d" Knowing Jesus
Purpose

The Apostle Paul's great desire was to know Jesus the power of His resurrection
(Philippians 3:10). Likewise, he prays that God may give us the amsdo that we may know Him
better(Ephesians 1:17). Few people seeking a relationship with Jesus laavaccurate picture of
Him. Before one can embrace true discipleship, hehe must first know, respect, even love the
man to be followed. Otherwise, discipleship remamsmere commitment to ‘commitment.’
Knowing Jesus is a prerequisite for following Hidhile this study will help, you may instead ask
seekers to read through a gospel (suggest one wagek timeframe), listing every inspiring
observation they make about Jesus. You can thenssisand celebrate that list with them.

= John 11& 1:14. Jesus is God, yet he became man for us. Whydnogildo
that? What type of man would be described as &tijrace and truth?”

= John 2:13-11. Jesus burned with zeal for righteousness. He wasmawho
acted on that zeal.

= John 3:1-16. Jesus taught the teachers. Later, Nicodemusswasnazed by
Jesus’ righteousness that he began to defend hfarebéhe intimidating
council of Jewish leaderslghn 7: 50-51). Ultimately, Nicodemus was s@
moved by Jesus’ sacrificial love, that he exposeccbmmitment to Jesus by
caring for his burialJohn 19:38-39). What type of man inspires someone like
Nicodemus to leave everything and start anew?

= John 6:35. Jesus was more than a good moral teacher; néepdio himself
as the source of spiritual nourishment. Could aentarman teacher make
such statements about himself? (You may wish tovvaher “I Am”
statements of Jesus in John’s gospel: 8:12, 8:58, M:7, 10:11, 11.25;
13:13, 15:1, 18:37) He does not give us the opbibsimply admiring Him;
you must conclude that either He is mad or He iglLo

» John 14:1-6. Jesus is the only way. What more could he diovimgly show
us that one true way? If you get to know him, yoill fellow him. He will
lead you to heaven.

= John 4:1-42 = Hebrews 1:3 = Hebrews 4:15-16
= John 12:32 » Hebrews 2:9-11 » 1% John 2:5-6
= Luke 4:1-13 = Hebrews 2:17-18 = Mark 1:32-39
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Séek |  The Word of God

God
Purpose

Faith comes from hearing the message, and the geessé&eard through the word of Christ
(Romans 10:17). Thus, the aim of studying the Word of God is épha seeker build faith in Jesus.
One must accept the bible as the one true star{gtardeelings, experiences, peers’ opinions, or
family traditions) by which to live life if one i® know true salvation from Jesus.

= 2" Timothy 3:16-17. The bible is highly useful; use it to train in rigbusness. Have
you trained for anything in life? What principletmining ensure success? The bible
thoroughly equips us; thus, it is all we need teksa righteous life filled with every
good work. Man'’s traditions cannot improve the Wastdt equips and guides us.

» Hebrews 4:12-13. In the final analysis, we will give a full accoing to God. We won't
be able to hide anything from Him. Thus, why isat important to apply the Word to
our life now? What can the Word do? How does patiety power of the Word benefit
us?

= 1¢ Timothy 4:15-16. Life and doctrine are both important. What i® ttesult of
neglecting one or both? What is the result of penseg in both? Discuss principles of
bible study that will produce correct doctrine. §est ways to put the bible’s teaching
into practice.

= John 8:31-32. How are these particular Jews described? Iefoslifficient if it is not
accompanied by obedience? Who are really Jesusptis? How will you know the
truth? How will you be set free?

= John 12:41-48. Take note of Jesus’ purpose for coming to ydwe Word will judge us
if we reject it. Rejecting the Word is equated wigection of Jesus and his salvation!

* Acts 1T7:10-11. A noble response to God’s Word is an eager exatioin of it everyday!
This is a great challenge to issue to any seekegy&st studying a gospel this weekto
know Jesus bett:

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

= John7:17 = 2"Timothy 2:15 = 1% Corinthians 4:4

*  Matthew 13:1-23 » 1% Thessalonians 2:13 = 2"peter 1:19-21

= 2 Peter 3:16 » Psalm 119:60 = Proverbs 3:5, 14:12,
» Mark 7:6-9 = 2"Timothy 4:2-3 16:2, 28:26, 30:5-6,
= John 8:31-32 » Ezekiel 33:30-33 28:9

= James 1:22-25 » Jude 3
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Purpose

The Holy Spirit comes to “convict the worldncerning sin and righteousness and
judgment” (John 16:8). The Holy Spirit helps usSee Our Need. Through His scriptures on
Discipleship, He convicts us concerning Righteoasn&hus, these Scriptures should: clear up
common misconceptions about following Jesus, cdmsmf our rejection of true discipleship, and
inspire us to answer the true call of Jesus.

* Acts 11:25-26. How many times is the word Christiased in NT? How many time
is the word disciple used? How would you define tvord "disciple” non-
religiously? If you asked someone on the strefate 'you a Christian,” what would
be the typical answer? How about being a discip@hy the difference among
synonyms? How can we use the Bible to define “Siam?”

» luke 9:23-21. Emphasize thkeart that God wants. What are the three demands of
discipleship? What does it mean to "deny yourselfzhat does it mean to “take up
you cross daily?” How can we be “ashamed of JasualsHis words?” What is the
consequence of this shame?

» luke 9:57-62. Examine the issues involved with each person -ghtiess following,
excuse making, and second thoughts. Note the ehtatween “follow me” and
“preach everywhere the kingdom of God.”

» luke 13:22-21. Does Jesus answer the question? What’s thereliffe for you
betweertrying andmaking every effort? Why are the rejected seekers surprised?

= Mark 1:16-20. What is the invitation? Which is easier to datch a fish or catch a
man for God? Even fishing needs input. Followdegus, being taught, discipled,
trained for his mission... are you involved in thabgess? If you are not fishing far
men, are you following Jesus?

= Matt. 28:18-20. The Great Commission: God's plan to save thédwdihich would
you rather have a penny doubled daily for a montl$0000 a day for a month?
Likewise, a multiplying chain of disciples best @estes the mission.

= Matthew 22: 34-40. The Greatest Commandment! How can you betterGnd and
neighbors? (Hint: He who has been forgiven muchlase much...)

Additional Helpful Scrinlures:
= Luke 14:25-35 =  Matthew 10:26-39 =  Matthew 7:21-27
=  Matthew 25:31-46 =  (Colossians 3:13 = Luke 11:1-4
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Purpose

While we want all seekers to be saved bya@r#were is no grace if we perceive no sin.
Of course, all have sinnedRdmans 3:23); therefore, we all desperately need the grac&ad
(Romans 6:23). Thus, the aim of this study is to help seekersthemselves as our Holy God sees
them: utterly sinful and separated from our GodisTrealization brings about a desire for both
forgiveness and repentance. Pray for the Holy Sjeirtonvict seekers in this studiofin 16:8).

* Romans 3:23,6:23. See comments above.

» Luke 7:36-80. Jesus is a bridge between your sin and your patéor love. The more you
appreciate your sinful indebtedness to Jesus; e iyou will be grateful for his grace.
The end result: you love much (i.e. Discipleshipnversely, the less you appreciate your
sinful indebtedness, the smaller your gratitude trel less you love. Is your attitude
toward your sin more like Simon’s or more like temful woman's? Suggest some
practicals to get in touch with your sinful indetitess: Study specific sins as detailed by
the Bible. Consider the most recent time you coneaithat sin; consider the first time;
consider your attitude towards God each time yalulged that sin. Journals/discussions/
time lines all help increase one’s appreciatioowfdebt through sin.

= Mark 7:21-22. Take ownership for sin! We are responsible for own sin. Despite
genetics, parenting, peer pressures, and sociaatortonditions, sin comes from within
our own hearts and makes us unclean. What is theeqoience of being unclean befare
God? Discuss the sins catalogued by Jesus. Adatwes, which catalog sins - if needed.

= (Galatians 9:19-21. Sinful deeds are obvious. What does “will not irihere Kingdom of
God” mean? Be as specific as necessary to bothiexand share about the sins listed.

= Ephesians 9:3-13. Not even a hint or a mention of sin should edtandard for followers
of Jesus. Has anyone ever shared “empty words” yoth in order to minimize God’s
wrath to sin and sinners? Exposing sin to the liglat great step toward proclaiming a real
need for grace.

» James 4:1]1. Sins of commission (sins you commit) vs. sinsmission (virtues you omit).

= [saiah 59:1-3. Your sin has made a separation between you @mdGod. This study is not
just about a list of sins, but instead about thgtldef your separation from your Father.

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

= Revelation 21:8 » 1% Corinthians 6:9-11 =  Matthew 5:48
= Revelation 21:24-27 = Col3:5-11

= Romans 1:21-32 = 2"Timothy 3:1-5
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BELIEVE
GRACE | The Cross of Christ

Purpose

“For God so loved the world that he gave his ong anly Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. Fod@a not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be eavhrough him.'[John 3:16-17)

Here, the gospel message reaches its peak. Waad through grace. There is hope! We
are saved through Jesus’ loving sacrifice. Be e the seeker has seen his/her need for grace,
and this study in grace will be powerful. It's alsoportant for the seeker to understand his/her
responsibility for Jesus’ death. Establishipgsonal responsibility will later reap great gratitude
and joy for Jesuglersonal love and forgiveness.

Romans 3:21-21. All are in complete need of grace for all havensid. Christ is
propitiation or atonement (temple illustration) for the wrath we’'ve earned. Hedeems
(davery illustration) us; hejustifies (legal illustration) us. Discuss the illustrations.

= Romans 4:22-25. \We have Jesus’ righteousness credited to usaitia flesus died for our
sins and was raised for ousstification. He takes our sins and gives His righteousness!

« Romans 9:6-11. Jesus died for us while we were at our worst, eesmof God, weak and
sinful. His blood changes all that and reconcilesauGod.

= Mark 13:26-15:41. Jesus chose to die for us. Who killed Jesus@. IYdbu did. Reflect on
the reasons why Jesus endures these afflictionsifmyrequire it, and His love offers it).

= T Peter 2:21-25. Why did Jesus die on the cross for us? So tleamight die to sin and
live for the new righteousness that the cross pes:i This is our response to the cross.

= RActs 2:36-41. Peter has preached the message of the cross.avéhthie next steps?

= John 3:16-21. Do you prefer the darkness over the light? Ara yeady to move into the
light of God’s grace?

Additional Helpful Scriptures:
* |saiah 52:13-53:13 = Acts 2:22-38 » Ephesians 2:1-10
= Psalm 22 =  Colossians 2:13-14 = John 1:29
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Purpose

After believing grace, the biblical response ise@pent and be baptized for forgiveness of
sins @cts 2:36-38). Repentance, however, is a powerful blessing f&od that has been stripped of
its potency. The Greek word for repentanmetancia, means “after — mindset.” With this gift of
‘hindsight,” we see clearly to take the right patiihe path of living for God rather than for sele B
careful not to present repentance as a work tla@lsl¢éo salvation; rather, it is our awakening to
come to our senses and live the way God had alméssded for us. It is more than a decision; it is
God allowing us to see a new worldview, whattvays results in the fruit of a turned, changed life.

= 2nd Corinthians 5:14-21. Why does Peter call us to repent as a response torossActs 2:38)?
Because we are convinced of Jesus’ love for usutirahe cross. His love motivates us to repent;
that is, to live for Him rather than for ourselvdssus’ resurrection opens our eyes to look beyond
the earthly realm. The old is gone, the new hasetdfthat does the new life look like? How do
we view people through our new repentant eyes?

= Luke 3:7-14. The fruit of repentance is the evidence of a chdngmdset. John the Baptist insisted
on repentance before baptism. If you were to asi,JOWhat should | do?” — how would he
respond to you? (Notice that he directs no oneay pnd weep before God, confessing how bad
he or she feels about his or her sins — which npeople today confuse for repentance.)

» Luke 13:1-3, 6-9. Jesus preaches that without repentance, we willeaish. He likewise expects 10
find fruit every time there is true repentance.

* Acts 26:15-21. Jesus gives Paul the charge to “open their efgeg’ the “red pill” of theMatrix or
the Christmas ghosts for Scrooge) so that “they to@y’ and prove their repentance by their
deeds. Repentance involves a new perspectiveniaguof allegiance, and fruit.

= 2 Corinthians 7:8-11. Beware of worldly sorrow. Have you previously cosdgd sorrow(s) with true
repentance? Thoroughly examine godly sorrow, bectlsads to repentance and salvation.

» 2nd Timothy 2:24-26. Has God already opened your eyes via the Sceég®u€an you now see the
truth? Then it's time to escape the devil's sna@sd wants you to be set free from that captivity.
Do not neglect this gift that God grants us.

= Luke 16:19-31 = Romans 12:1-2 = Luke 19:1-10 vs. Luke 18:18-30
= Acts 3:19-20 = Romans 2:4 = Col 2:20-23 v. Titus 2:11-12
= Acts 28:25-28 = Acts 5:30-31; 11:18 = Luke 15:1-2, 11-32
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Purpose
"For | will give you words and wisdom that none ofiy adversaries will be able to resist or
contradict.” Luke 21:15)
After preaching about the cross, Peter calls b@rdrs to repent and be baptized for the
forgiveness of sinsActs 2:38). This study helps establish the link between glsrsacrifice and our
forgiveness of sins by means of baptism.

= (Colossians 1:13-14. What is salvation or redemption? It’s tfa¥giveness of sins by the
blood of Jesus.

= fActs 2:36-41. When do we receivthe forgiveness of sins? Baptism is for the forgiveness
of sins, because it is our connection to Jesughddmrial, and resurrection. Those who
accepted this message were baptized, thus theysaeeel fote the parallel in v. 47).

= Romans 6:1-4. We are baptized into Jesus’ death, burial, andrrestion. (Thus, Peter
directed his hearers to be baptized in responsgbet@ross -Act 2:38). We, too, will be
raised to a new life through baptism. Thus, webam again.

* Romans 10:5-13. (note the reference to Deut. 30:12-13 and Joel 2:31) Like Paul, all in
Rome who were baptized, were baptized to be rdasednew life. Also like Paul, all wha
call on the name of the Lord will be savedts 22:16). We profess Jesus to be Lord (Thus,
we are no longer Lord of our life — a statemenRepentance. Se&® Tim. 2:19 andActs
2:21, 38) at our baptism. Are you ready to make Jesus kotnl?

* Acls 22:1-16. After encountering Jesus, repenting, praying, figstseeActs 9:9, 11), being
healed, and being called by God, Paul still remansn until he is baptized. He calls an
the name of the Lord at his baptism. Have you mdeis the Lord of your life? Then...
“What are waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wamlir sins away!”

Additional Helpful Scriptures:
= John 3:3-5

= John 13:6-11

» Titus 3:3-5

= Colossians 2:11-14

Acts 8:26-40
Acts 18:24-26
Hebrews 10:22
1% Peter 3:21

Ephesians 4:4-6; 5:26
Galatians 3:23-27
Mark 16:16
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Spint & iri
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Encourage the seeker that he/she will indeed receive thedafifGod’s Holy Spirit. After
baptism, we are sustained by the help of the Spité works powerfully in the life of every
baptized disciple of Christ. You may want to conabthis study with a study of the Church, as both
gifts (the Spirit and the Church) from God helphadd fast to our confession to the end.

= RActs 2:36-38. Notice the harmony witbohn 3:5 andTitus 3:5 (perhaps from
a previous study on baptism). At baptism, we ane lagain via water and the
Spirit. As we are made holy by Jesus’ blood, weadse filled with the Holy
Spirit.

= John 7:37-39. After Jesus’ glorification (crucifixion and resurrectjpiGod
sent His Spirit to flow from within us like streanm® running water.
Previously (OT), the Spirit came upon people. Naww,dwells within us.

= John 16:5-11. The Spirit convicts us (and the world) with regydo sin,
righteousness, and judgment. He does this abunpdémibugh His Word,
which He gave to the Apostles as they were guidemall truth John 16:13).

= [Ephesians 3:14-21. \We are strengthened with real power throughShizit
who dwells within us. Understanding Jesus’ amafong for us is a source of
that strength.

* Romans 8:3-16. A powerful statement on the Spirit’s role in aDhristian
walk. A Spiritual mindset brings life and peaced aedience to God’s word|
Be secure that the Spirit of Christ dwells in ythws you belong to Him. The
Spirit leads us into freedom from fear to confirmmdzas our Father.

= Galatians 9:22-23. The fruit of the Spirit! Expect it. Pursue it. Thisthe best
‘evidence’ that you have received the Holy Spirit.

= John 14:16-18 v.®1Sam = Ex4:5, T'Kg 17:24, = Rom1:11, 12:4-8 v.*j
16:13, 19:18-24; Act 2:1- Mk 16:20, Act 14:3, Cor 2:1-5, 12:4-11
4, 8:16, 10:44-45 Heb 2:4 = Act 6:3-6

» Luke 1:15v. John 10:41 = Act8:18 = 1% Cor 13:8-12
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SPiMt& |  The Church

Purpose

Encourage the seeker that each will not be left to fenddae’s self after baptism. Instead,
Jesus baptizes us into the body, the chutéhQprinthians 12:12-13) to be joined by deam of
likeminded disciples in our devotion to Him. Thdsethers and sisters are meant to be a continual
source of encouragement in our walk with Christefemore good news!

» fActs 2:40-4]. The first 3,000 converts joined together in d&wo to the
Apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of breahd prayer. A beautiful
view of the early church. How would such a churelréceived today?

= T Corinthians 12:12-21. The Spirit baptizes us into the body of Jesiis, h
church. The church consists of distinct yet unifpgtts, just like a human
body. God, Himself, has arranged it this way. We téwe church; each of us
must actively look for the distinct yet unified weaye are to support this
body. How will you help build up the body of Chfist

= [Ephesians 4:1-16. Making every effort to maintain the unity of tBgirit in
the church requires humility, patience, gentlenems] selflessness. We
maintain unity on the essentials of doctrine — dwed, one faith, one
baptism. God provides specific offices within tHeuch in order to preparg
us for works of service which build up the body.

» Hebrews 10:22-25. After being washed in baptism, we need the oo
exhortations of brothers and sisters to stay theseo Prepare in advance haw
you will spur on fellow Christians in the fellowghiAlso prepare to receive
biblical input that will result in greater love agdod deeds. Why is missing
meetings of the body described as a bad habit? Aitlywhen do we meet?

» Hebrews 3:12-14. We each have the charge and the responsibilitgdots it
that no one has a sinful, unbelieving heart thetstiaway from God. Daily
encouragement helps everyone stand firm until tise e

= 2" Gorinthians 8:1. God loves a cheerful giver. Our giving supports blody
as we reach out to a world in need of Jesus.

= 1% John 1:5-10 » John 17:20-26 » John 13:34-35
= Eph. 2:19-20 » Col. 1:18
= Rom. 12:4-8 = Col 2:18-19
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